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FROM A BOX OF ARCHI®E&8ttncSomeon

From
the glove box

Jerry Webb sends “A big thanks” to a&who helped with the

show at Snyders IGA. The day was very successful and Jim

Snyder was pleased. There was a picture in the Bethany paper

that will be added to the club scrap book. We had 54 car reg-

ister and they we all fine vehicles. There were even some that
were new to us and they are always fun to have.

,Jerry & Judy Webb went to the Lone Star convention held

~-Win Waco, Texas, this year and came back with a 3rd place
in modified. Linda and Charlie Davis, Tulsa CCC won 2nd with

" Linda’s ‘56 and Charlie’s 55 received a participation award.
They say the folks in Texas did a great job on the show.

Jerry Webb, Jerry Horn and Charles Stookey all participated
in the car show in Norman that was held in conjunction
with the Great Race. The cars and crews were on display from
about 7:30 to 9:00 Friday the 28th. These are pre-war origi-
nal automobiles that went from Sonoma, California heading
to Jacksonville, Florida this year. The cars were great and the
drivers and support people were great to talk to.

Members Tom and Ella White again had their show in the
flats and gave away a White Water season pass to one
of the kids of the area. They have also sent word that they
are taking “gang green” to the NSRA Nationals in OKC this
summer. They are also doing a cruise on Wednesday night
at the Sonic and/or McDonald on 23rd and Penn.

Missing us on Wednesday Night at A & W? We are trying
the food and the Del Rancho at 59th & Agnew. The owner
is giving us a 10% Discount on food and you can goin or stay
. outside. Come see us and try a new location.
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Food for thought

By Rip RiLEY

I have been a member of
the Central Oklahoma Clas-
sic Chevy Club for almost 2
years now. Prior to my join-
ing, I had never entered a car
show of any kind. To me, cars
are for driving and enjoying
while on the move. In my
opinion, trailered show cars
are no longer cars but have
been relegated to the status of
sculpture or artwork, pretty,
but not cars if they can’t be
driven. I have enjoyed very
much, in the past two years,
the people who make up the
COCCC. A better-rounded
group of folks would be hard
to find. It is with you, the
membership, that I would
like to share my observations
and feelings.

The single most enjoy-
able activity that I can recall
participating in with the club
was last year’s Fall Foliage
Tour. Cruising down the high-
ways and byways in the com-
pany of other car people, all
in our respective “babies,”
was a super experience. I look
forward to many more such
get-togethers. A variety of
interesting folks and their
cars out enjoying themselves
and sharing their interest in
the cars with all the people
we meet out on the road. This

is my idea of a true car club
activity.

The car show business
leaves me with mixed feel-
ings, however. [ have tried to
become as involved as I feel
capable of. I have seen other
members give of themselves
above and beyond the call of
duty. I have seen some tag
along and enjoy. To each his
own. But the thing that strikes
me most is the amount of
work done to bring this show
to fruition each year. Literally
months of planning and ded-
ication by a few people and
a total of thousands of man-
hours are apparently required
to accomplish the goals we
have set for ourselves. If the
work could be equally shared
by the entire membership, the
individual loads would be
much more manageable, but
realistically speaking, that
will never happen. Many of
us have work and-or family
obligations to satisfy or just
don’t want to bite off this
kind of task for themselves.
We have successfully raised
funds for our charities, a
noble undertaking, but when
broken down into return for
time spent, I think we are
working for well below min-
imum wages. The size and
quality of our Bricktown

See FOOD Page 3
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’ Food for thought

Continued from Page 1
event certainly reflects well on the club
and is something to be proud of. But it
seems that the show is becoming a
Bricktown rather than a COCCC event.
Sponsors and other outside organizations
seem so eager to take credit for the event
with the donation of a few hundred dol-
lars given not to us, the organization that
actually puts the event on, but to the
Bricktown Association. It has become so
political and entrenched in the “Old Boy
Network” that the COCCC is becoming
just the labor force rather than the
event’s originators and the true hosts of
the event. I have seen members become
so upset with the behind the scenes
intrigue and politics involved that they
talk of dropping out of the club and-or
never participating in the task of putting
on the show again. Therefore, I wonder
if the work load and strain that is taken
—on by the club is balanced by the results
ve achieve. Does this process encour-
age membership or erode our numbers?
Perhaps we should rethink things.
Smaller parking lot shows such as the
recent IGA show or the Greenway
Plaza show, which I have not attended
so far, require much less preparation,
expense and general headache for all.
They are fun and still raise money for
our charities. Our dinner cruises seem
to me to be a popular activity. We have
as many or more members attending
them as come to meetings. The Fall

Foliage Tour and other out-of-town
cruises are nothing but fun. Organizing
groups from our club to go to other
shows and events within the state would
also allow us to enjoy the company of
our fellow club members and our
respective cars and at the same time,
through entry fees, allow us to support
those other group’s charities without the
labor and responsibilities that seem to
thin the number of our members who can
or will participate. I, personally, don’t
feel the need to hand over the check to
a charity or see my club’s name on the
check to feel that I have supported that
charity. I think we could accomplish the
same or similar objectives without
enduring the massive workload that
seems to be intimidating some of the
membership and making them avoid a
more active participation.

A format that includes more fun, less
work and still accomplishes our main
objectives of good fellowship and enjoy-
ment of our cars while supporting char-
itable causes might be a better course of
action for the club to consider. I think
we would see more of our membership
at the meetings if they knew we were
organizing a road trip to enjoy our mutu-
al interests instead of talking business
and asking for more help to address the
huge task of putting on such an event as
Cruisin’ Bricktown. Especially since it
has become just one of the “Bricktown

The Friday nightr event before out annu-
al Cruisin’ Bricktown® show was well-
attended. We picked up lots more pre-reg-

‘ istrations and the event turned into a true
“Cruise” of Bricktown for some of us. This
- bicture shows club members in their ‘50s
ttire. Thanks to all who participated.

(Photo by Martha Duerksen)

Association’s six annual events.” There
may be a happy medium that could be
reached that allows us to re-establish
control over our main show of the year.
Where the “sponsors” donate funding
directly to us instead of the Association,
eliminating the politicking and anxiety
that has become such a major pain.
Where vendors, if any, are chosen by us
and pay their fees to us for our charities.
Maybe it is time to move the show and
avoid the hassles that way. However, I
can’t help but think that the whole idea
of a big show like this is always going
to involve big hassles and an inordinate
amount of work that will ultimately run
off more good members than it attracts.
Doing our charitable work in smaller,
more manageable increments, and, in the
process, magnifying the fun and “enjoy-
ability factor” to all the membership
would make more of us want to active-
ly participate rather than watch from the
sidelines. It’s just more fun to be a mem-
ber of a car club than a car show com-
pany, charitable or otherwise.

I hope that no one takes any of my
observations personally or as a criticism.
They are simply my thoughts on the sub-
Jject. I only offer them for your consid-
eration in hopes that some good may be
derived from their discussion.

But as Dennis Miller says, “That’s
just my opinion, I could be wrong. So
let me know what you think.”
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